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Property Overview 
The Peshtigo Brook Wildlife Area is a 2,197-acre property located in central Oconto County, north of Suring.  The 
larger area surrounding the property contains extensive public lands, including other state-owned lands, Oconto 
County Forest, and the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.  The property was established in 1953 and was 
originally purchased and managed for sharp-tailed grouse (which later disappeared from the property).  
Management eventually transitioned to an emphasis on forest wildlife. 
 
An embedded State Natural Area (SNA), Peshtigo Brook Meadow and Woods, occupies much of the western 
portion of the property.  This SNA features an undisturbed sedge meadow with older dry pine-oak forest stands 
on upland sandy ridges.  This wetland is part of the larger Brazeau Swamp-Waupee Lake-Peshtigo Brook complex, 
the largest wetland complex in the Northeast Sands Ecological Landscape and one of the largest in the state.  The 
remainder of the wildlife area is forested, mostly with aspen, swamp hardwoods, and northern pin oak. 
 

Public Use and Recreation Facilities 
The property is open to hunting, trapping, wildlife viewing, hiking, cross-country skiing, and gathering of wild 
edibles.  Hunting is the primary public use.  An interior service road maintained on the property for management 
purposes is seasonally open to public vehicle traffic.  There is one parking area on the property. 
 

Natural Resources Management 
The SNA is managed to maintain the sedge meadow, oak barrens, and pine-oak forest communities.  The pine-
oak forest stands are primarily managed passively, while tree cutting, brushing, and fire are used to maintain and 
enhance the sedge meadow and more open oak barrens.  The forest types on the rest of the property are managed 
using sustainable forestry practices, maintaining a variety of successional stages and structural conditions to 
benefit wildlife and for forest production. 
 
Special Attributes 
Peshtigo Brook Wildlife Area is encompassed within the Brazeau Swamp Conservation Opportunity Area identified 
in the Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan. 
 
 
 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/peshtigobrook.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/MasterPlanning/documents/MP-WA-PeshtigoBrook_1981.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/44
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/MasterPlanning/documents/MP-WA-PeshtigoBrook_Addendum_1987.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/documents/IFMP/peshtigobrookIFMP.PDF
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Lands/naturalareas/index.asp?SNA=564
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/COA.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wildlifehabitat/ActionPlan.html

